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until all opposition ceased. Even with him an effort
at dual control threatened to cause trouble, whicji
did occur once only in the south of those hills. As
to resolution and the lack of it, Lieutenant Eden's
famous exploit (which is dealt with in the Mishmi
account) in 1854 shows us what the former quality
can effect; while a different tale would have been
told of Manipur in March, 1891, had that quality
prevailed and the Military head been supreme.

It will be said that the foregoing remarks on the
expeditions show only a carping criticism, without
offering suggestions for improved future methods.
But with the example of history before us what more
is needed ? It is known that in 1899 Mr. Needham,
the knowledgeable man on the spot, declared a force
of some sixty rifles to be ample for the purpose of
entering these hills to exact punishment from a weak
tribe; his advice went unheeded, with the result of
money wasted and nothing done, the force sent in
being too big and unwieldy. In this connection it
is an open secret that this particular expedition fell
under Lord Curzon's scathing condemnation, in which
he is said to have pointed out that had the original
suggested smaller force gone up, all results would
have been achieved at a cost of a few thousand rupees
instead of lakhs. This would point to an absence of
accurate knowledge as to the capability of the tribe
to be dealt with on the part of the controlling powers.
It would appear to have been better in 1911 if, in
dealing with these little-known tribes and their
countries, the advice of the few, who, from their
official position, were most intimately acquainted with
them and with what is requisite in the nature of
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